The New Covenant

The New Covenant
A Spiritual Covenant
by Michael Clark and George Davis
The spirit ual does not c om e first , but the physic al and then t he spiritual. (1 C orint hians
15:46 ISV)

It is in this context, "first. . . the natural . . . then the spiritual" that we now want to
consider the New Covenant. The old covenant was a shadow of good things to come.
Even the law posses sed only a shadow. W here it had a physical tabernacle,
priesthood, ves tments and a special tribe of chosen people, the Spiritual Covenant
has a tabernacle made by God of living stones (the ones called out of this world
system unto Him), a priesthood made up of all who believe in Jesus, all those who
hav e "put on Christ" and a people who walk in the faith of Abraham who are not Jews
in the flesh, but in the Spirit. The first c ovenant was a natural covenant with natural
Israel and was designed to point the way to a better covenant. The New Covenant is
the spiritual realization of all that the Old Covenant merely foreshadowed. It is a
spiritual cov enant with a s piritual Israel (See Romans 2:29). The Old Covenant was a
natural cov enant on tablets of s tone that could be seen, touc hed or even broken. The
New Covenant is written by the Spirit on hearts of flesh (See Jeremiah 31:31-34,
Ezekiel 11:19-20).
In this New Covenant we have not come to the mountain that may be touc hed that
looked as though it burned with fire and where the sound of a trumpet and the voice of
words were so terrifying that ev en Moses said, "I am exceedingly afraid and
trembling." No. W e "have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly
and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to
the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and
to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel" (see Hebrews
12:18-24 NKJV).
The old natural (earthly) covenant has been replaced by a new, s piritual (heavenly)
cov enant. W e no longer congregate at the mount of trembling (an earthly geographical
place), but in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (See John 4:21-24 and Ephesians 2:5Page 1
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place), but in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (See John 4:21-24 and Ephesians 2:56). Our physical senses are of no use here, for we touch, taste, smell, hear and see
those things that cannot be discerned by natural faculties. Faith looks at things that
are not seen (See Hebrews 11:1). It is on this very ground that the battle for faith is
waged. Only the vic tors have eyes to see beyond the natural to the spiritual. To them
the heavenly Jerusalem is more real than the earthly J erusalem that can be touched.
To them the general as sembly and church of the firs tborn who are regis tered in
heaven is more real than any local church and its congregants. To them J esus the
Mediator of the new covenant is more real than the most charismatic c lergyman on
earth.
Every man chooses his world. He will be more mindful of the natural world or the
heavenly world. He will choose his reality and by what sensory faculties he will verify
that reality. He will look with natural eyes on material things and demand empiric al
proof before he believes, or he will by faith look with spiritual eyes beyond this natural
realm to that c ity whose builder and maker is God. A man with 20/20 spiritual sight
des cribed it this way: "while we do not look at the things which are s een, but at the
things which are not seen. For the things which are s een are temporary, but the
things which are not seen are eternal" (2 Corinthians 4:18 NKJV). This again is the
very ground the battle for faith is waged on. W ill we focus on temporary or eternal
things? The one that is more real (and more important) to us is the one that our focus
is on. Faith is not proven or v erified by empirical evidence. It is the substance of
things not seen with natural s ight.
"W e habitually think of the visible world as real and doubt the reality of any
other. W e do not deny the existence of the spiritual world but we doubt that
it is real in the accepted meaning of the word. The world of sense intrudes
upon our attention day and night for the whole of our lifetime. It is
clamorous, insistent and self-demonstrating. It does not appeal to our faith;
it is here, assaulting our fiv e senses, demanding to be acc epted as real
and final. But sin has s o clouded the lens es of our hearts that we cannot
see that other reality, the City of God, shining around us. The world of
sense triumphs. The vis ible becomes the enemy of the invisible; the
temporal, of the eternal. That is the c urs e inherited by every member of
Adam's tragic rac e." (A. W . Tozer - The Pursuit Of God)
W hen those eternal things that are seen by faith become more substantive and more
real, than the earth under our feet, then we are walking by faith. This is how it should
be. If this is true then muc h that we see around us, calling itself "Christianity" is
faithlessly dependent upon the deceitful sciences of the physical senses. Religious
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man loves things that can be seen, touched, heard, s melled, and tasted. He loves
smells, bells, candles and incense. He prefers the s afety and the phys ical filling at a
church pot-luc k over that table of spiritual food that our Father has set for us in the
presence of our enemies. Those who live in the good of the New Covenant do not
congregate around those things that titillate their senses , but they seek a city that has
eternal foundations. They look for those things that are not seen. They sit in heav enly
places in Christ J esus. They are unimpres sed with the overtly pompous fashions,
ceremonies and sacrifices of the old religious order for they hav e come to Him in
whom there is no shadow or darkness, whos e brillianc e oc cludes all the
luminescence of this world. They congregate in that city where the Lamb is their
Light, the c ity of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. They do not gather in earthly
temples for in their kingdom J ohn reported, "And I saw no temple in it: for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it" (Rev elation 21:22 KJ 2000). In fact
almost everything that calls its elf "church" today is an affront to them and the unseen
kingdom they are part of.
The centerpiece of the Old Covenant was of the letter (the Law). The New Covenant
is in the Spirit and life in Christ is its center. It began in the Spirit and is s piritually
realized. The first fruit of the Spirit, poured out on the Feast of First Fruits, is a
guarantee of the redemption to come (See Romans 8:23). The Spirit is the New
Covenant seal and earnes t, "who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our
hearts as a guarantee" (2 Corinthians 1:22 NKJV). A seal was used to prevent
premature opening and tampering of a letter and guaranteed safe transferenc e from
one place to another. A man's seal (an imprint made by his signet ring in the hot wax
on a document) was considered a signature. The seal guaranteed the doc ument was
genuine. W e are sealed in Christ by the Holy Spirit. This seal and guarantee is given
"that the bless ing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus , that we
might receiv e the promise of the Spirit through faith" (Galatians 3:14 NKJV).
The Spirit has been given to us as the earnes t of our inheritance, a pledge of full
payment. For those who have received the earnest of the Spirit it might seem
impossible to believ e that it is just a down payment and that there is much more to
come. Many in the church have made being "filled with the Spirit" and the
acc ompanying gifts the total of their focus and faith. W orse yet, others believe this to
be something that died away with the last of the apostles. God's cov enant with
Abraham given to us is bas ed on this partic ular promise and guarantee. The Spirit
was the promise and the Spirit is the guarantee. Jesus spoke of this to His disciples.
"If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg,
will he offer him a scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
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will he offer him a scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask Him!" (Luke 11:10-13 NKJ V). Everything that the heav enly Father desires to
give to His Children comes in the form of one gift-the good gift-the Holy Spirit. W e
say this most reverently. The Holy Spirit is the Bread, Fish and Egg--the full meal
deal. He is the Seal and Guarantee and the One who delivers us to the desired
des tination.
The Holy Spirit is the gift of the Father. The Holy Spirit is the promise of the Father.
Jus t before Jesus was carried up into heaven, He said to His dis ciples, "Behold, I
send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerus alem until you
are endued with power from on high" (Luke 24:49 NKJV). In his second treaties, the
Book of Acts, Luke recounts, "And, [Jesus ] being assembled together with them,
commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise
of the Father, whic h, said he, you have heard of me... you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now"(Acts 1:4-5 KJ2000).
After the event Peter went on to s peak of this promise. "Therefore [Jesus] being
exalted to the right hand of God, and having rec eived from the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear" (Acts 2:33 NKJV,
emphasis added). W e will consider this ev ent in more detail in a moment. But for now
the point we want to make is this , the New Covenant is based on promise, and the
Father's promise and s eal upon those who believe is the Spirit.
W ith the Spirit comes Life, Light and Righteousness. The kingdom of God comes in
eac h life when the Father's gift is received by faith in His Son. They who do not have
the Spirit of God are none of His (See Romans 8:9). For His kingdom is
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). There is no kingdom,
no righteousness, no peace and no joy without the Holy Spirit. This is what makes the
New Covenant s o different. In the Old Covenant man worked for righteousness. In the
New Covenant, righteousness is in the Holy Spirit. In the Old Covenant men tried with
all their might to be righteous by obeying the letter of the law and failed. In the Old
Covenant, peace with God was dependent upon perfect compliance to the law, but in
the New Covenant our peace is found as we abide in the Holy Spirit. "But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindnes s, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control. There is no law against suc h things" (Galatians 5:22-23 ISV). All of
these things are the fruit of the Spirit and are present in a Spirit filled life. W e do not
need love or patience or any of the other gifts as if they were commodities in and of
themselv es. W e need the Good Gift. W e don't need joy, we need the Gift. W e don't
need peace; we need the Gift of the Father. For peace is a byproduct of a life in
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need peace; we need the Gift of the Father. For peace is a byproduct of a life in

which the Spirit reigns. W e can't be faithful without the Gift that was promised to the
des cendants of faithful Abraham. God IS love. W hen we are filled with the fullnes s of
God, we are filled with His love, because we hav e been recreated in His likeness .
This is the kingdom that is in the Holy Spirit.
Of the New Covenant minister and ministry Paul wrote, "who also made us sufficient
as ministers of the new c ovenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills,
but the Spirit gives life. But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones,
was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not look s teadily at the face of
Moses because of the glory of his countenance, whic h glory was passing away, how
will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious ? For if the ministry of condemnation
had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in glory" (2 Corinthians
3:6-9 NKJ V).
A brief comparison may help us see the contras t here.

Old Covenant

New Covenant

Of the letter

Of the Spirit

The letter kills

The Spirit gives life

The ministry of death

The ministry of the Spirit

The ministry of condemnation The ministry of righteousness
The Old and New Covenants are as different as death and life. Satan's plan is not all
that complicated. He entices us to leave the ground of God's glory and provision. He
entices us to neglect the minis try of the Spirit and return to the ministry of death. The
fles h of man exc els and dominates in this realm under his command. Herein is the
foolishness of legalism. W hy would a sane person choose death over life? Yet, those
who have been bewitched by him do just that (See Galatians 3:1-3).

The Foolishness of Legalism
Paul prophesied that the c hurch would fall away from the Spirit-dependent state (2
Thessalonians 2:3) and that it would manifest in "a form of godlines s" without power
(2 Timothy 3:5). Some believe the gospel of John, written toward the end of the first
century, to have been written in respons e to this apostasy. The freedom of Christ was
slowly being eroded away in the early c hurch. Men were adding laws of their own to
the law of lov e written upon the hearts of the saints. They were slowly being dragged
bac k into bondage by the caprice and the cunning of men (See Ephes ians 4:14
Darby). Soon things were not as God meant them to be. The heavenly order was
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Darby). Soon things were not as God meant them to be. The heavenly order was

forsaken and the heavenly nature was forfeited as men set out to perfect in the flesh
what Christ s tarted in the Spirit. It soon became a systematized deception, filled with
man-made s acraments, boundaries, structures and rules. True life in the Spirit was
slowly lost and the glory departed. As men rose up, the Spirit's leadership and
presence was quenched.
The greatest danger to the Christian faith is not hedonism but religion. The
foolishness of legalism is far and away the greatest insult to grace. "Are you so
foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?"
(Galatians 3:3 NKJV). The Galatian believers were drifting away from the minis try of
life and turning back to the ministry of death. They were returning to the works of the
law and, as a result, being cut off from the supply of the Spirit.
To help them see their error, Paul asked them the following question. "Therefore He
who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?" (Galatians 3:5 NKJV). In this verse we
see both the new covenant Minister and ministry. Jesus is the one who supplies. He
works. Jesus is the New Covenant Minister. He supplies the Spirit and He works
miracles among us as our High Pries t, the One Mediator between God and man. W e
simply believe and trus t Him who s upplies and works. W hen we return to the law (the
works of the fles h) we come back under the curse and the supply of the Spirit is cut
off and the miracles cease. W hen we stop trus ting Him who supplies the Spirit and
works miracles (the Minister) and return to the old way (doing it ourselves), we fall
from grace and come back under a curse (See Galatians 3:10-13) and true ministry
ceases.
W hat does it mean for Christ to be the Minister? How is this realized in His body?
Does it involve the showmanship we see on elevated platforms and pulpits today?
Jes us doesn't want "faith-healers," He wants people He can minister to the s ick
through. J esus doesn't need "preachers," He wants men and women who speak and
act in such a way that even their lives are a testimony of Him. Peter wrote, "As every
man has received a gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards
of the manifold grac e of God. If any man speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God;
if any man ministers, let him do it as of the ability which God gives: that God in all
things may be glorified through Jesus Chris t, to whom be praise and dominion forever
and ever. Amen" (1 Peter 4:10-11 KJ2000).
After the lame beggar was healed by the gate of the temple Peter said, "Men of Is rael,
why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power
or godliness we had made this man walk?" (See Acts 3:12-16). On the next day as
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or godliness we had made this man walk?" (See Acts 3:12-16). On the next day as
Peter stood before the rulers, elders, and scribes they demanded, "By what power or
by what name have you done this?" Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
"Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: If we this day are judged for a good deed
done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, let it be known to you
all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jes us Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here
before you whole." (Acts 4:5-10 NKJV - emphasis added).
How much of what calls itself ministry today is actually Chris t ministering? How much
of what calls itself minis try today is done by Him who supplies the Spirit and works
miracles? Or is it, as we so often see, men so lacking in humility that they would dare
to call themselves "faith healers" and posture as if to imply that healing comes by
virtue of their own power or godliness? Christ will not compete with suc h pompos ity.
W here is the humility that recognizes that the Minister is Christ and insists that only
He receives the glory? W here is this humility among those who claim to be ministers ?
How often do such men correct those who would elevate them to such a status ? Paul
and Barnabas tore their clothes, exposing their flesh, and ran in among the idolatrous
crowd in Lystra and said to them, "Men, why are you doing these things? W e als o are
men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these
useless things to the living God." Elevating men is the useless thing in reference
here. It is idolatry in the rudimentary sense. And what was going on among the
pagans that day in Lystra, isn't really any different than muc h that goes on in
Christianity today, calling itself ministry and faithful support of that ministry.

Don't Turn Back
The recipients of the letter of Hebrews were fac ing a very serious spiritual crisis. In
Chapter 2 we read this warning, "Therefore we must pay much clos er attention to
what we have heard, lest we drift away from it" (Hebrews 2:1 ESV). This is the theme
of the book. Our Hebrew brothers and sisters were in danger of drifting away or
falling away from the gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ, and all that He is . The
test before them was whether or not they were going to go on into the full possession
of all that Christ had given them or turn bac k to he old religious order.
This letter was written around 60AD. By 70AD Israel and J erusalem were completely
sac ked and the people were either killed, scattered or had been taken as slaves by
the Romans. Their temple and synagogues were completely shattered. All the
external trappings of their religion they depended on were no more. This letter was
clearly written to prepare them for this coming disaster. Under the inspiration of the
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Holy Spirit, the author wrote, "In that he says, A new covenant, he has made the first
old. Now that which decays and grows old is ready to vanis h away" (Hebrews 8:13
KJ2000 - emphasis added). He repeatedly exhorted them in this letter to go on,
leaving behind the shadows of the old religious order, fully tasting the heavenly gift
and sharing in the Holy Spirit (s ee 6:1). They had answered the heavenly c all and
started upon the heavenly way but now they were tempted to turn bac k to the old
Jewis h temple system. The call "Let us go to Him outs ide the c amp" and "W e have an
altar, of which they have no right to eat who s erv e the tabernacle" is clearly one that
bids them to leave that old order. They had started to return to the camp of the old
religious order and God slammed the door!
To a people who had found their live national identity and security in their religion all
their lives, this heavenly way that dis pensed with all the outward and sensual
religious trappings was proving hard and costly. The c all, "let us go on" was a call to
gather in the heavenly tabernacle "made without hands." It was a call to turn from the
earthly sacrifice and priesthood of the old order and gather in the heav enly realm
where, Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant ever liv es to make interc ession for us.
T. Austin Sparks aptly described this cris is in his message, "Let Us Go On."
"That, I think mainly, if not entirely, is a matter of contrasts . Contrasts... a
new era had come in. A new economy or order had been introduc ed with
Christ and now, the changeover was the change, the tremendous change,
from the earthly to the heavenly. W ith the Son of God from heaven, there
had come in the heavenly order and from that time onward, the old earthly
order of the things of God, as we have in the old economy of the Old
Testament, ceased. . .
Everything now is heavenly; it's pas sed from earth. But what a testing
pos ition is a heav enly position! It's a crisis! It creates a crisis, it's the very
ess ence of a crisis: "Pull that down to earth, have something here,
something on this earth, hav e something here, abandon that heavenly
pos ition, (that heavenliness by which those who so speak, mean that
which is s o abstract and unreal), let's get down to earth, to reality!" That
was the nature of this crisis: the contrast between the heavenly and the
earthly, and they were at the point of leav ing the heavenly for the earthly.
Great warnings are connected with that and all the exhortations, "let us go
on, let us go on"... The contrast between the tangible and the s piritual. The
soul wants something that it can take hold of, can manipulate, can grasp!
That is the soul, to hav e something tangible... and all this talk about the
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That is the soul, to hav e something tangible... and all this talk about the

spiritual and spirituality, how "unreal" it is ... That's the crisis, isn't it?
. . .They in the old dispensation had it all v isibly, they had an earthly
tabernacle and priesthood and all that belonged to them, but now, the
reality is in heaven, it's not seen! That was but a shadow, the reality is
uns een, but it's far more real! But it's unseen, and that's the test of the
soul. I'm sure you'll know the meaning of this."
The Hebrew believ ers longed for the earthly, touchable expression of religion. The
crisis point lies between the temporal and the eternal-the earthly and the heavenly. It
is in this context that we understand chapter six of Hebrews. "Therefore let us leave
the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying Therefore let us
leave the elementary doctrine of Chris t and go on to maturity, not laying again a
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, and of instruc tion
about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal
judgment. And this we will do if God permits. For it is imposs ible to restore again to
repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly
gift, and have s hared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of
God and the powers of the age to come, if they then fall away, since they are
crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to
contempt" (Hebrews 6:1-6 ESV).
W e must come to understand apos tasy (falling away) in these terms. The book of
Hebrews was not written to hedonists or people sliding back into the overt sins of the
world, but to an extremely religious people. W hen it s peaks of turning back it is not
warning against returning to smoking, chewing and going with girls who do. It is not a
warning against c hasing women or using drugs. It is a warning against returning to
the old law-based religious order!
To go back to the old sacrifices, the old priesthood and the old temple system is to
crucify Christ afresh and put Him to an open shame. To do this is to dis grace the
onc e-for-all s acrifice and to c ount the blood of Christ a profane thing. To taste the
heavenly gift and know the power of the age to come and turn back to the weak and
beggarly elements of the old religious order is a far wors e sin than adultery. The
adulterer, after all, is not trying to substitute lesser sacrifices for the once-for-all
sac rifice of the spotless Lamb of God. The adulterer is not thumbing his nose at the
blood of Christ by substituting the works and sac rifices of the law for righteousness.
W e crucify Christ afresh when we stop trus ting in His finished work and the
efficacious power of His blood and turn bac k to the works and merit-based
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efficacious power of His blood and turn bac k to the works and merit-based
righteousness of the old religious order. There is no more sac rifice for sins other than
the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ. It is human nature to want to pay sin's debt by
extraordinary obedience, or to apologize to God for bad behavior by offering up to Him
a greater measure of good deeds-two pounds of good for a pound of sin. This is why
the temptation to return to law-keeping is so strong. The flesh yearns to dominate, to
justify its elf and boasts in doing so. The desire to return to law-keeping for
righteousness is a denial of the righteous ness of God in Christ. Paul longed to "be
found in Him, not having my own righteous ness, whic h is from the law, but that which
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith. . ."
(Philippians 3:9 NKJV). Paul was referring to Israel, who preferred their own
righteousness to the righteousness of God, when he wrote, "For they being ignorant
of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not
submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to ev eryone who believes " (Romans 10:3-4 NKJV). The "do this and
live" righteousness of the law, which Paul called "their own righteousnes s," has been
abolished in Christ. Those who return to a law-based righteous ness prefer their own
righteousness to the righteousness of God in Christ, and as a result, have fallen from
grace. "You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by
law; you have fallen from grace" (Galatians 5:4 NKJV).
More than this, anyone who tries to keep the law has not just fallen from grace but
has come back under the curse. "For as many as are of the works of the law are
under the curse; for it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all
things which are written in the book of the law, to do them'" (Galatians 3:10 NKJV).
And s o to come back under the law is to reject Christ's grace and redemption
completely. It is s aying, in affec t, "I would rather do it myself, thank you."
Paul's word's to Peter, "For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make
myself a transgress or," s how us the danger of returning to the law for righteousness.
It is not a simple or harmless mistake. It is a grievous transgres sion. Paul explained
further. "For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. I have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me." Jesus filled-up the requirements and need for the law and He no
longer is subject to the law and neither are we who are in Christ.

Alive to the Law or Alive to Christ
In Chris t we died to the law. W e cannot be aliv e to the law and at the same time be
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alive to Chris t. Or as Paul put it, we can not be married to both hus bands. W e will be
dead to one or the other. To attempt to do s o is spiritual adultery. W e know this may
sound weird but pleas e hear us out!
Occasionally we have overheard conversations between believers in which the term
"spiritual adultery" was used. W e have heard the term applied to a wide assortment of
activities . W hat is holy to one is spiritual adultery to another. If the term has any
legitimate usage it is in connection with those who have been freed from the law,
espoused to Christ, and have returned to the bondage of the law again.
First let's examine the definition of the word adultery-- "voluntary sexual relations
between a married person and somebody other than his or her s pouse" (The Encarta
Dictionary). The same definition applies to spiritual adultery. How is legalism
adultery? If polygamy were legal there would be no such thing as adultery. It is
spiritual adultery when those who are married to Christ attempt to be romantically
engaged with another man-the old hus band (the law). There is only one way to have a
proper relationship with Chris t and that is through dying to the old husband (the law).
W hen you are dead to something you no longer have any relationship with it. You are
dead to it and it is dead to you.
This div ine propriety is clearly set forth in Romans chapter sev en.
Or do you not know, brothers--for I am s peaking to those who know the
law--that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? Thus a
married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her
hus band dies she is released from the law of marriage. Accordingly, she
will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her
hus band is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if
she marries another man she is not an adulteress. Likewise, my brothers,
you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may
belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that
we may bear fruit for God. For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful
pas sions , aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for
death. But now we are released from the law, having died to that which
held us captive, so that we serve not under the old written code but in the
new life of the Spirit. (Romans 7:1-6 ESV)
If you are a Christian, you have died to the old husband and are married to Another.
You have died to the law through the body of Christ and His death and you have
resurrected in Him and are His. Only by this is it possible for you to enter intimacy
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with Chris t and bring forth His offspring. W e have died to that old demanding husband
that held us captive! W e are not under the old written code but in a new relationship
with a new Husband who brings forth life in the Spirit.
W hat should we call it when we who have died to the old husband and have been
betrothed to Christ, sneak around and engage again in intercours e with the old
hus band? This is the textbook, dictionary definition of adultery. Or as Paul put it, "she
will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive."
Our relationship to the old husband was all about our works and our righteousness
(how well we measured up to his demands ). Our relationship to our new husband,
Christ, is all about bringing forth His fruit (birthed, nurtured and brought forth by Him)
and His righteous ness (the fruit of His Spirit within us). W e can only hav e one
hus band. W hich will it be?
To return to the old husband is to set grace aside and crucify Chris t afres h. And so
Paul concludes, "I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteous ness comes
through the law, then Christ died in vain" (Galatians 2:21 NKJV). May this help us get
a true sense of the level of transgres sion that is reac hed when we turn back from the
heavenly way to the old religious order.

The New Covenant and the Body of Christ
On that day of Pentecost two thousand years ago, a humble band of dis ciples
gathered in an upper room, obediently waiting for the promise of the Father. Suddenly,
a sound like a mighty windstorm c ame from heaven and filled the whole house where
they were sitting. Tongues like flames of fire rested on eac h of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them
utterance. Devout men from every nation were there in J erusalem that day. They had
come to obs erv e the old cov enant Feast of Pentecost, but what they saw and heard
went beyond their expectations. Men who had followed J esus were speaking and
eac h of them could hear them in their own native tongue. "W e hear them telling in our
own tongues the mighty works of God." They were amazed and perplexed, s aying to
one another, "W hat does this mean?" Desperate for a logical answer, some of them
even mocked saying, "They are filled with new wine." They had no idea how accurate
their words were.
It was then that Peter lifted up his voice and explained what this ex traordinary event
was all about.
You men of Judea, and all you that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto
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you, and hearken to my words: For these are not drunken, as you suppose,
seeing it is but the third hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken
by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pas s in the last days, says God, I
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your s ons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will
pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And I will
show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and
fire, and v apor of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord comes: And
it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved. (Acts 2:14b-21 KJ2000)
Jes us s poke to His disc iples in parables regarding the absolute newness of the New
Covenant, as it relates to both the essence and appearance of it. The old had to be
discarded for the New to take effect (see Hebrews 8:13). He also addressed the
repercuss ions and dangers of attempting to carry the old c ovenant over into the new
one. W e must come to understand that the New Covenant is not a revamping or
refurbishing of the old but is completely new and unlike the old in every way. J esus
warned His disciples , and all who will listen of the futility and danger of attempting to
patch up the old by forcing the new to fit on and into the old.
"No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old garment. If
he does , he will tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match
the old. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new
wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins will be
des troyed. But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins . And no one
after drinking old wine des ires new, for he says, 'The old is good.'" (Luke
5:36-39 ESV)
The great spiritual battle that Paul and others fought in the early days of the church
was fought to present and preserve an unmixed, pure and undiluted gospel. Not only
does religious man prefer the old wineskin of the former c ovenant by bringing its laws
into the new, but he really prefers the old wine altogether. They try to put the new
wine into that old used up wineskin! Let us keep Jes us' warning in mind as we
consider the utter newness of the New Covenant.
The differentiation between the Old and the New Covenants centers upon this very
issue of the vessel and the wine. God doesn't dump new wine on the ground, but
prepares a container or vessel for it. This is what Jesus' earthly ministry was about.
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prepares a container or vessel for it. This is what Jesus' earthly ministry was about.
The author of the book of Hebrews records Him saying to the Father, "a body you
hav e prepared for me." This was a prophetic statement pertaining both to his natural
body and his spiritual body. Jus t as the Father had prepared a natural body for Him,
He was preparing a body for Jesus to manifest Himself through here on earth after
His death, "the body of Christ," a body made of living members with His Spirit as its
life giving force. This is the essence of that body. It is a container for Him-the
fullness of him who fills all things. Jus t as the man Jesus was a vess el of the divine,
so the body of Christ is a ves sel of Christ. Individually and collectively, we are His
body, the dwelling place of Him who is the New W ine. As this New W ineskin, we are
des tined to hold what the universe itself cannot contain, "all the fullness of God."
God's promis e to pour out his Spirit upon all flesh is really about the New W ine and
the New W ineskin. Joel foresaw this and foretold the first fruits of it (Pentecost) in
the following terms. "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit
on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female
servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit" (Joel 2:28-29 ESV- emphasis added).
Note the all-inclusiveness of Joel's prophesy.
The Spirit that was put upon prophets, kings, and judges , empowering them to do the
work of God, is now poured out upon all the members of the body of Chris t. Even the
young, sons and daughters, can be attuned to God's heart and share His burden
prophetically. The anointing that was exclusiv ely giv en to a specific priest cast has
come to rest upon the whole priesthood of believers. "You also, as living stones, are
built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up s piritual s acrifices ,
acc eptable to God by Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 2:5 KJ2000). Yes, His glory is being
poured out on all flesh.
The fulfillment of Joel's prophesy c onsis ts of more than the Spirit resting upon all
fles h. It speaks directly of God's desire to fill all things. Jesus spoke of this to His
disciples, ". . . You know him (the Spirit of truth), for he dwells with you and will be in
you" (John 14:16-17). Again we see the v essel and the W ine. No longer is the Spirit
poured out on men like the oil that was poured out on Aaron, but now it is placed
within those who believe. In this Covenant we are His golden lamps that contain His
oil of the Spirit and are perpetually refilled by His golden pipes that bring our oil down
from the throne of God (See Zechariah 4:1-6).

Christ is our Teacher
Jes us s aid, "But you be not called Rabbi: for one is your Teacher, even Christ; and
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Jes us s aid, "But you be not called Rabbi: for one is your Teacher, even Christ; and
all you are brothers" (Matthew 23:8 KJ2000). Isaiah explained this New Cov enant in
terms of the direc t access and tutelage of God. "All your children shall be taught by
the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children" (Isaiah 54:13 ESV).
Anything that does not include all or ascribes greater acces s to some than to others
is a clear c ontradiction of the New Covenant. Joel and Isaiah weren't the only
prophets to see this. Jeremiah prophes ied:
"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new
cov enant with the house of Is rael and the house of Judah, not like the
cov enant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, declares the LORD. But this is the cov enant
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts . And I
will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each
one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greates t, declares the
LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more." (Jeremiah 31:31-34 ESV)
This passage from Jeremiah has its fulfillment in Christ. It concerns the New
Covenant that the Lord said would be nothing like the covenant that He made with
Israel when He brought them out of Egypt. They broke the Old Covenant and made it
of no effect by their unfaithfulness to the Father W ho longed for them to be His bride.
The Old Covenant was dependent on their obedience and their works. The
requirements of this covenant were written on tablets of stone for their stony hearts
and was totally dependent on them-- "Thou s halt..." and "Thou shalt not." It was an
external strait-jac ket of legalism that did not keep them obedient to the Father, but
filled them with either guilt or self-righteousness. The New Covenant which God was
to initiate was different. It was to be something within them-taught to them by Him and
written in their hearts by God Hims elf, fulfilled by His great grace given unto them.
The old commandments were written on stone. The new law is written on new hearts
of flesh, enabling us to love one anther with the lov e of God. This inward writing of
God's Spirit in the hearts of His people is the new order of things . This New
Covenant would be different in that it would require a radical inner working of God's
Spirit! His New Cov enant also has new commandments.
This New Covenant is totally God dependent. There is no room for the pride of man
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here. He promises, "I will make. . .I will put. . . I write it. . . I will forgive... I will not
remember..." Notic e that this c ovenant is totally up to God and His righteousness
operating in us. W hen it comes to righteousness, man fallen man is a total failure.
Men can not even teach righteousness without Him. No longer will eac h one teach his
neighbor saying "Know the Lord," for God is their Teacher by His Spirit within their
hearts. This is exactly what J ohn described in his first epistle. "But you have an
anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. . . the anointing which you have
received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as
the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie,
and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him" (1 John 2: 20, 27 NKJV).
The New Covenant is inward, "Christ in you, the hope of glory." This is the strength
and superiority of the New Covenant. The author of Hebrews quotes Jeremiah's
prophesy to show the inherent weaknesses of the Old Covenant (See Hebrews 8:811). The chief difference between old and new is that the new is a reality that abides
within, and no longer requires a spec ial priest cas t to enforce it and make it work,
"they (men) s hall teach no more." Man is not the teacher in this new dispensation, but
His abiding anointing is. Man is a container or he is nothing at all. It is the Spirit
within him that leads into all truth. God puts and writes His pas sion upon the hearts of
yielded vessels .
Note that the promise in Jeremiah is given, "from the leas t to the greatest..." The
least of His disciples get it firs t. J esus said, "You must be as a c hild to enter the
kingdom of heaven…W hat you have done to the least of thes e, my brethren, you have
done unto me." Andrew Murray wrote,
"Individual pers onal fellows hip with God, for the feeblest and the least, is
to be the wonderful privilege of every member of the New Cov enant
people. Each one will know the Lord. That does not mean the knowledge of
the mind, -- that is not the equal privilege of all, and that in itself may
hinder the fellows hip more than help it, -- but with that knowledge which
means appropriation and assimilation, and which is eternal life. As the Son
knew the Father because He was one with Him and dwelt in Him, the child
of God will receive by the Holy Spirit that spiritual illumination which will
make God to him the One he knows best, because he loves Him most and
lives in Him. The promise, "They shall be all taught of God," will be fulfilled
by the Holy Spirit's teaching. (The Two Cov enants)
To this point, we see the newness of the New Covenant described in the following
terms "I will pour out My spirit on ALL flesh". . . "All shall know me. . . "All your
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terms "I will pour out My spirit on ALL flesh". . . "All shall know me. . . "All your
children shall be taught by the LORD."
Ezekiel also prophesied of this New Covenant.
And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new s pirit within them; and I
will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will giv e them a heart of
fles h: That they may walk in my statutes, and keep my ordinances, and do
them: and they s hall be my people, and I will be their God. (Ezekiel 11:1920 KJ 2000- emphasis added) (See also Ezekiel 36:26-27)
The first sixteen words of this prophesy are critical, "And I will give them one heart,
and I will put a new spirit within them." The one heart and the new spirit are
inseparable. One heart speaks of unity. One spirit speaks of the ground of that unitythe unity of the Spirit. The one heart that unites the New Cov enant community is the
one Spirit. W e are given one heart, not many. Here there is no talk of "My ministry..."
or "My vision..." or "My church..." or "My Pastor..." by the individual members of His
Body. W e are all empowered by His love to serve (the true meaning of the word
translated as "minis ter"). Our vision is His vision and we all dwell in His assembly,
ass embled into His body (the true meaning of the word translated "church"). W e know
Him as our Shepherd (Even David knew that - s ee Psalm 23).
W e have one mind, not many. Paul wrote, "W e [plura] have the [singular] mind of
Christ" (1 Corinthians 2:16). Any attempt to be unified on any other ground is
inherently div isive. Paul exhorts us to keep (not to gain or manufacture but to keep)
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. The unity of the Spirit is already here in
the mind of Christ and is as c omplete as God is. No adjustment is needed by us. W e
are simply ex horted to guard it-to make sure that we do nothing to dis turb that unity.
Jes us was about to release the Spirit by His death on the cross and He prayed, "That
they all may be one; as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be one
in us: that the world may believe that you have sent me" (J ohn 17:21 KJ2000). Do you
want to see the world evangelized? The power to convince them that J esus is the
Christ will be found when we are one in Christ as He is in the Father.
Church history bears out conclusively that the primary caus e of division is doctrine.
Doctrine was never meant to be our foundation for unity. The promise is that if we
keep the unity of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:3), we will in time gain the unity of the faith
(Ephesians 4:13). The one heart and new Spirit are given by God to produce one
thing; a perfec t collectiv e man standing in "the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Chris t" (Ephesians 4:13).
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As Jeremiah and Ezekiel were prophesying about this New Covenant, the Father s ays
over and over, "I will..." There is no more dependence on our flesh to do His will. He
will do it in us! It is the God of peace himself who sanctifies us completely . . . s pirit
and soul and body . . . He who calls you is faithful; he will s urely do it (see 1
Thessalonians 5:23-24 - emphas is added).
If we are to be adequate servants of the New Covenant we must be s erv ants of the
Spirit, not the letter, for we are containers, not orators. W e bring more than the
perfect Platonic three-point sermon. Our uninspired words are death-producing. W e
bring His wine to the feast. As at Cana, the last wine He provides is the best wine.
So many are trying to res tore what the early c hurch had, but the glory of the latter
house will be greater than that of the former. God is continuing to make all things new
and there is no plac e in His kingdom for us to be sitting on our laurels. "But the path
of the just is as the shining light, that shines more and more unto the perfect day"
(Proverbs 4:18 KJ2000).
W e hold the fullness of Him or we hav e nothing to offer. God must put a new Spirit
within us W ho delivers us from the body of this death.
Not that we are adequate in ours elves to consider anything as c oming from
ourselves, but our adequac y is from God, who also made us adequate as
servants of a new c ovenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter
kills, but the Spirit gives life. But if the ministry of death, in letters
engrav ed on stones , came with glory, so that the sons of Israel c ould not
look intently at the fac e of Mos es because of the glory of his fac e, fading
as it was , how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory?
(2 Corinthians 3:5-8 NASB)
The New Covenant does indeed c enter on the issue of adequacy. W e are not
adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves. Our adequacy
is from God. He is adequate and only as we abide in Him are we adequate. He will
surely do it. As servants of a New Covenant, we are not servants of the letter but of
the Spirit. W hy? The New Covenant is a covenant of life and it is the Spirit, not the
letter, that gives life. It doesn't consist of letters engraved on stones. The ministry of
the Spirit is much more glorious than this. For what is divinely written upon our new
hearts surpasses the glory that was merely seen on the face of Moses . The ministry
of the Spirit is far more glorious than the ministry of the letter (or death).
The former covenant is ov er. Israel broke that c ovenant by their idolatry and s in. Of
them it is written,
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them it is written,
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt: open
your mouth wide, and I will fill it. But my people would not hearken to my
voice; and Israel would have none of me. So I gave them up unto their own
hearts' lust: and they walked in their own counsels. Oh that my people had
hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways! (Psalms 81:10-13
KJ2000)
The covenant of the letter is over! The ministration of death is over. It was only a
shadow of the one to come (see Colossians 2:17, Hebrews 8:5 & 10:1). God gave
Israel laws to follow and in their hearts of stone, they could not do it. The law became
death to them and left them in sin (s ee Acts 15:7-10 and Romans 5:20-21). From the
depth of this bereavement Paul cried, "W retched man that I am!" and asked, "W ho will
deliv er me from this body of death?" Thank God, Paul found the answer. "There is
therefore now no c ondemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life has s et you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God
has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful fles h and for s in, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that
the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not ac cording to
the flesh but ac cording to the Spirit" (Romans 7:24, 8:1-4 ESV). It is all about the new
wine. Father initiated a New Covenant for us where life prevails, delivers and
elevates us above the body of this death.
W e are given flex ible hearts of flesh to replac e our stony hearts of unbelief. In this
new covenant everything is inwardly motivated that the outward manifestation might
be true. True worship of God is done in Spirit and in truth. God gave us His Spirit to
abide in (not upon) those who believe in Christ.
In this completely new c ovenant, the Spirit is the source of all knowledge and
ministry.
"There are diversities of gifts, but the s ame Spirit. There are differences of
ministries, but the s ame Lord. And there are diversities of ac tivities, but it
is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to eac h one for the profit of all: for to one is giv en the word of
wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings
by the s ame Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of
tongues , to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the s ame
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tongues , to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the s ame
Spirit works all thes e things, distributing to each one individually as He
wills. For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members
of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. (1
Corinthians 12:4-12 NKJV - emphasis added)
The true meas urement of maturity in the ekklesia of God is the measure in which we
abide in the Spirit of God. Paul referred to this when He wrote, "For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons [mature sons] of God" (Romans 8:14 NKJV).
He understood that the only way to truly be free from the Law is to be led of the Spirit.
I s ay then: W alk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary to one another, s o that you do not do the things that you
wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. (Galatians
5:16-18 NKJV)
Paul presented the following proposition to believers everywhere: "If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit" (Galatians 5:25 NKJV). If we live by means of the
Spirit, we should walk, being empowered and led by that same Spirit.
God is preparing again a new wineskin for His new wine. He is raising up a body with
new appreciation and of the New Covenant in Christ. "For we are the real
circumc ision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no
confidence in the flesh" (Philippians 3:3 ESV). Ecclesiasticism has destroyed the
living church, but Jesus will once again s ay unto the Father, "A body you have
prepared for me." Here we see that the call of the New Covenant is a call to be clay
ves sel for His Spirit, not v assals in authoritarian churches. W e are to liv e victorious,
not as vicars, and to collectively contain the glory of the Father s o He can bring life to
the world through us.
Norman Grubb tells the following story of his early endeavors to bring the gospel to
Afric a. W e have excerpted a rather large quotation so that you might s ee s omething
of the scope of what God taught Norman in the field.
The inadequacy I felt in myself first of all was the need of lov e. I deeply
felt, when I got among them, that I just didn't have that love which bridges
the gap. W ith that went the need of faith - and with that the need of power.
All of thes e were linked together.
Response to the Christian message in Central Africa, like the United
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Response to the Christian message in Central Africa, like the United
States, appears to be quite large. But I soon found there was much more
profession than pos session. I began saying to myself, Are we bringing the
Afric ans anything really worthwhile? Are we just bringing a code of ethics?
Or a liturgy, or historic faith? Have we got something genuinely
transforming to trans mit to others?
Then I made the question personal, "Have I?"
. . .To begin with, my attitude was that God should improve me.
W ell, I'm a servant of Jesus Christ, I thought. I've been redeemed by His
grace, I belong to Him. I must as k God to make me a better servant of
Jes us Christ. I thought He should channel in some lov e into my heart,
some faith, some power, some holiness - and improve me.
I had to learn sharply that self-improvement is both a sin and an
impossibility. It came as a considerable s hock.
But though my idea of how God should answer my problem was completely
wrong, my sense of inadequacy was good. It sent me to the Bible. And my
first discov ery came as I read one famous verse in the firs t letter of John:
"God is love." Suddenly the is s tuck out. W hat dawned on me went
something like this: It doesn't say God has love, but God is love. If some
body has a thing, it isn't he himself. It's something just attached to him, as
if you've got a coat on or something in your pocket. You just have it, and
you can share it. But the Bible doesn't say God has love, but God is love.
I Could Never Love!
Lov e, therefore, must not be a thing I can hav e. Love is ex clusively a
Pers on. God is lov e. Therefore, there is no other pure, s elf-giving love in
the univ ers e beyond Him Hims elf. Love is exclus ively a charac teristic of
one Pers on only - and that's not Norman Grubb.
That was a deflation for me. I had thought I could have love imparted to
me, channeled into me, and I'd be more loving. But I suddenly found God
saying, "You'll never have one iota of love. I am love, and that's the end of
it." Love is a Person; one Person only loving - and that's not I, and that's
not you. God is love and, therefore, love is God loving.
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That set a new trend of thought going. I began to relate this to my other
need of power. And I suddenly found a v ers e in the first chapter of I
Corinthians where it s ays that Chris t is the power of God. Not Christ has
the power, but He is the power.
Once again, I had thought power was s omething which was given to me,
and I'd be a powerful servant of Jes us Christ. I suddenly found that power,
also, is a Person. And that person is not I but is ex clusively Christ. . .
Then I came to the one thing ev ery Christian claims to have. Every
believing Christian accepts the fact that he has eternal life. He takes it that
he has a life which will go on forever in Heaven. ("The gift of God is
eternal life through Jes us Christ our Lord.")
But I suddenly found that eternal life is not something I c an ever hav e - for
Jes us did not say, "I have the life to give you" - but, "I am the life." Once
again I had found that something I had thought I had - eternal life - is one
person only, and that's not I. Jesus Chris t is that "eternal life."
But where did I fit into all this?
Finally I came to a statement which gathered all together and finished off
my investigations by its absoluteness. The verse was Colossians 3:11,
where it says of believers in Christ that "Christ is all and in all."
Christ is all, not Chris t has all.
And if Christ is all, what's left for me? Not muc h by my mathematics! I had
thought I was somebody, and something or could get something. I found
God had taken the lot. Christ is all.
Then I got the link. Christ is all and in all.
Then I saw for the first time that the only reas on for the existence of the
entire creation is to contain the Creator! Not to be something, but to
contain Someone.
So there dawned a very important truth. W e humans naturally regard the
human self as important. But we've got the wrong ideas of the reason of
the exis tenc e of the self.
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An immense distortion has c ome into the very warp and woof of humanity.
It's the distortion of the ego - of the self. Though we feel self to be
important, all of this showed me that s elf is extremely unimportant.
There is only one Self in the universe who is really important. I would
almost say there is only one Self.
W hy? Because there's only one Pers on in the universe who ever said, "I
Am." God said that was His name thousands of years ago when Moses
asked what he should say when people would ask, "W hat is the name of
your God?" (Exodus 3:13, 14). W e are told that at the end of the history of
the univ ers e it is God W ho will be all in all. God all in all! Then what's left?
It's terrific.
There is only one Person, and the human creation is brought into a living
relation ship with this One, so that He can manifest Himself in His
perfection of life and lov e through us.
The whole creation exists because Spirit mus t have a body in which to
manifest Himself. As the Scriptures say, "The whole earth is full of His
glory." They say that Christ ascended "that He might fill all things ."
If He fills all things , all things are c ontainers of Him. Here is both the
height and the dangerous depth in humanity.
The height is simply this: the rest of creation can contain manifestations of
God; we can contain God as a Person. A person cannot manifest himself
as a person through anything els e than a person. You can't fellowship with
a dog or a stone. You can enjoy the marvels of the atom or of a prec ious
stone, but you can't fellows hip with it. But I can fellowship with you
bec ause we are of the s ame makeup.
God can manifest His marv els and His beauty through the flowers and
trees. W e can view them through the microscope and telescope, and
marvel-but we do not say, "That's God."
The greatest marvel, the greates t height of pers onality, is when we can
look at a human being and say, "God is there."
Oh that the world could look at our lives and honestly say "God is there! There is a
ves sel of the div ine" And that Father's children would finally comprehend that the
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ves sel of the div ine" And that Father's children would finally comprehend that the
purpos e of the New Covenant outpouring is not to be empowered by the Holy Spirit,
hav e a great ministry and be someone great apart from our fellow saints, but to make
us humble containers of Him who fills all things! Dare we say it or even think it? W e
contain the Answer to all the world's problems. And that answer is Christ in you the
hope of glory. There is a v ast difference between the Old Covenant and the New and
that difference is the very Son of God abiding in our hearts.

Old Covenant

New Covenant

Aaronic priesthood (Exodus 28:1- Priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 2:9
3)
KJ2000)
Temple made by men of stone (1
Kings 6:7)

One made of living stones by God (1 Peter
2:5)

Special linen priestly garments
(Exodus 28:3-8)

Believers put on Christ (Romans 13:14)

Priests offer sacrifices for the
people (Leviticus 9:7)

Christ offered one sacrifice for all(Hebrews
7:22-28)

Spirit rested upon a few anointed All believers are His anointed; Spirit abides
ones (Numbers 11:29)
in (1 John 2:27-28, John 14:16-17)
Hearts of stone (Ezekiel 11:19)

New hearts of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26-27)

Dead letters written in stone
(Exodus 24:12)

Living letters written upon the heart (2
Corinthians 3:3)

A covenant for Israel only
(Exodus 19:5-6)

A covenant for all who believe (Matthew
26:28; John 3:16)

An external law to be obeyed
(Leviticus 26:3-6)

A new commandment fulfilled by love (John
13:34)

Under the law of death (Romans
7:5)

Led of the Spirit of life (Romans 8:2)

Tabernacle of Herod;A den of
thieves (Mark 11:17)

A heavenly tabernacle - with Christ our High
Priest (Hebrews 9:22-24)

A veil of separation between God A torn veil and access to God for all
and man (Leviticus 16)
(Ephesians 2:13-18; 2 Corinthians 3:14)
Jew and Gentile separation
(Genesis 17:7-8)

One new man in Christ (Romans 10:12-13)

Of the first Adam, a living soul
(Genesis 2:7)

The Last Adam a life giving Spirit (1
Corinthians 15:45)

Human teachers of the Law and

Spirit is our teacher (Luke 12:12; John
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Human teachers of the Law and
prophets (1 Kings 8:36)

Spirit is our teacher (Luke 12:12; John
14:26)

A covenant that was done away
with (2 Corinthians 3:9-11)

An eternal covenant (1 Peter 5:10)

High priests who died (Hebrews
7:23-24)

A Melchizedek priesthood forever (Hebrews
6:20)

Of the flesh and bondage
(Galatians 4:24-25)

Of the Spirit and freedom (Galatians 4:2631)

"Thou shalt and thou shalt not"
(Exodus 20:1-17)

"I will..., I will..., I will..." (Jeremiah 31:3133; Ezekiel 36:26-27)

Old wineskins with old wine

New wineskins with new wine

Circumcision of the flesh
(Genesis 17:11)

Circumcision of the heart(Romans 2:28-29)

W orks of the law (Joshua 1:8)

Faith in Christ's finish work (Ephesians 2:510)

A mere shadow of things to come "But the body is of Christ" (Colossians 2:16(Hebrews 10:1)
17)
Many shepherds (Ezekiel 34)

One Shepherd (Ezekiel 34:23, Psalm 23:1;
John 10:16)

Many fathers (Malachi 4:6)

One Father (Matthew 23:9)

Knowing one another after the
flesh (John 8:15)

Knowing one another after the Spirit(2
Corinthians 5:16)
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